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To join the Scottish Socialist Party:


phone 0141 429 8200


ssp.membership@btconnect.com


www.scottishsocialistparty.org











For decent council housing





Build new, affordable public sector homes


Mass renovation to bring Scotland’s homes up to scratch


Freeze rents














Scotland faces a housing crisis of epic proportions. More than 150,000 individuals and families are on waiting lists for suitable accommodation.


Another 54,000 are homeless - many of them are young families forced to live in temporary bed and breakfast accommodation.


Rural Scotland has a desperate housing shortage, and some of the worst housing conditions to be found anywhere in the UK, especially in the private sector. 


Across Scotland, more than 300,000 people live in homes affected by dampness or condensation.


Almost nine in ten Scottish homes fail to meet reasonable energy standards. And one in five Scottish households suffer fuel poverty. 


Over one in three households have someone who is chronically ill or disabled. Yet there is a dire shortage of barrier free homes.


Since Blair and New Labour came to power in 1997, public sector rents have rocketed by 40 per cent. 


Over the same period £1billion has been plundered from the public purse that should have been spent on council housing in Scotland.


The Scottish housing crisis has been aggravated by the loss of half a million homes under the right to buy policy.


This has removed some of the best housing stock from the public sector and reduced rent revenues to local authorities.


At least 20,000 homes require to be built every year to meet the demand for rented public sector housing. Yet not a single new council house has been built since 2003.


Last year, Scottish councils evicted more people from their homes last year than they have built over the past decade.





The Scottish Socialist Party is fighting for:


The cancelling of Scotland’s council housing debt of £3billion


The building 80,000 new public sector homes for rent over the next five years


Every home in Scotland to be brought up to a tolerable standard within five years


A freeze on public sector rents


Greater tenant control over housing investment and management


More barrier-free homes


An immediate freeze on the right to buy





No to large-scale stock transfer 


The transfer of Glasgow City Councils housing stock over to the Glasgow Housing Association (GHA) has proven an expensive shambles. 


Three years after their transfer, not a single house has been built or completely refurbished - even though more than £1.5billion has been made available to the GHA.


Instead of being blackmailed into handing their stock over to super-quangos, Scotland’s councils need large scale investment in housing.
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